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Surplus production Consumer electronics 
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Marketing & new needs

Short history of consumption

Consumer electronics long-tail markets
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Consumer electronics 
boom

long-tail markets

Niche marketsMarketing & new needs

Short history of consumption

Niche markets



necessarily correlate…
Development of wealth and life satisfaction in the US

necessarily correlate…



Consumer society 
beyond 

ecological overshoot?
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Citizen: We have to put 
restrictions and 
egulations on consumptionegulations on consumption

Consumer: No! Do you know 
what followed when they 
started restricting things started restricting things 
in Soviet union, Germany, 
North Korea and Burma?
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Consumer society is Consumer society is 
stronger than 

politics?politics?
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The constrains of the future 
consumer society
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4 scenarios to 4 scenarios to 
year 2023
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Society

15 Years 
More
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No Global 
Regulation

Strong Global 

Regulation
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Society 

Directed by 

Common 
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15 years more15 years more
No agreement on climate nor 

other global resources

Apathy after failed 

Copenhagen summit

Fierce competition

Ecological consumption a Ecological consumption a 

niche market

New start towards global 

agreement after 2020



Doctor local solutionsDoctor local solutions

No global agreement

Strong local communitiesStrong local communities

Peer-pressure and 

surveillence on 

consumption patterns

Ecological forerunner 

regions prosper

Everything is local



Awakening to planetarismAwakening to planetarism
Global ecumenical 
movement for climate 
agreement

Strong post-Kyoto 
agreement

Global government

Big global infrastucture 
projectsprojects

Rapid change in 
consumption patterns

Shared commitment on 



Da CapoDa Capo

Global agreement

1950’s sense of responsibility

Web 2.0 surveilence on 

consumption

Large individual freedomLarge individual freedom

New local solutions



Evolution of consumerism
50~70‘s

I need welfare state

80~90's 

I want consumer society, individualization

2000‘s

I can knowledge-based societyI can knowledge-based society

2010's 

We can peer-to-peer society

Evolution of consumerism

consumer society, individualization

It is an age where 

people want to be 

players, not just 

spectators


